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Know of my prayers for you; please pray for us! 
God Bless,

Fr. Dustin Larson

We have had a very good start to our winter semester here at CCM! You
helped us, especially through your #iGiveCatholic support which
allowed us to install our new (still wood-burning) fireplace which
became an instant focal point to gather around!  This and other
improvements at the Center are helping to facilitate the work of our
missionaries and student "commissioned disciples" who reach out to
help other students grow closer to Jesus.

Letter from the
Chaplain's desk

This semester has already been chopped full of activities: from GLO-
Sledding (night-time sledding down a quarter-mile long hill) to a Spring
Break Mission Trip to 12 active Bible Studies. I am very blessed to
watch the community here at CCM continue to grow and deepen in their
faith and love for Jesus and one another.  Our virtual SEEK Conference
gathered just over 30 students (including a couple recent alum and future
NMU students) for a weekend of growth, and we are in the midst of
those graces being unpacked.
Please keep praying for all of our students, and it’s not too early to start
sending future students our way!  If you know of anyone planning to
come to NMU in the fall, especially if they’re Catholic, jump over to
nmucatholic.org/future-students and let us know!

Commissioned Discipleship: On a Mission to "Make Heaven Crowded."

What is commissioned discipleship? ‘Make Heaven
crowded’. It’s a very true phrase, but it's easier said than
done. Actively pursuing life with Christ and helping others
do the same is a difficult task. That is why I’m in
commissioned discipleship. Maria works with me every
week to help run towards sainthood with the women in my
life and gives me the day-to-day ‘how-to’s’ that you won’t
find in a 20-minute talk at a conference. She walks with
me as I am walking with others. 

How did life change leading up to being called? Before
I started leading a Bible study, the Lord spent time
working on my heart and deepening our relationship. I got
more serious about my prayer life and truly fell in love
with God. Maria was walking with me and showing me
what an abundant life with Christ looks like. 

Why answer the call? I want to do for others what has
been done for me. My life has been radically transformed 
by Christ’s love, but there’s no way I would’ve run to Him

if it hadn’t been for the holy people in my life showing me
that it’s possible; that living one's Catholic faith isn’t
boring, monotonous, or controlling. I want to share with
others the joy, abundance, and love that I have received.

What fruits have you seen? One of
the coolest things is when my girls go
to the Sacraments; getting to see them
receive those graces (in Confession
and Eucharist) is awesome! Also,
getting to have honest and vulnerable
conversations, and hearing about the
ways the Lord has impacted their
lives is beautiful.

Lauren Verba, a second year student, shares with us
her journey of being called as a commissioned disciple. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

What now? Now, is the hard, but joyous ‘in-between’.
Where rubber hits the road and you’re actually doing what
you said yes to. Where I’m crying, laughing, praying, and
walking with these young ladies as God calls me. Where
life has its ups and downs and I’m either calling Maria
saying “ahhh I don’t know what to do?!” or “Bible study
went SO well today!” The coolest part is seeing God’s plan
come to life. 

http://nmucatholic.org/future-students


Day in the life: FOCUS Missionary
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9:00 Breakfast to fuel up for the day

8:45 Team Intercessory Prayer for the
students on NMU's campus

7:00 Wake up
7:45 Holy Hour in Adoration. Soaking up
the Presence of the Lord; share what’s on my
heart for the day, Spiritual reading and
journaling to see how the Lord is relating to
me through His Word.

11:00: Commissioned Discipleship  Meet with
Lauren and equip her to lead her Bible study and
invest in the women in her life

10:00 Tactical Meeting/Prep Time We come
together as a team to look at our week together.
Get on the same page and see how we can
support each other.  Prep for upcoming Bible
studies and activities.

12:00 LUNCH! Missionary gotta eat!  Quick
lunch on the go or eat in the dining halls with
students on Wednesdays.

9:30 Back at home Give myself time to wind
down from the day. Read before going to bed.

7:00 Dinner with a Student (make or eat
somewhere). Especially focusing on growing in
fellowship with newer students. 

6:00 Bible Study: During Bible study we seek
to provide authentic friendship, divine intimacy
and encounter with the Lord, and then inspire
Mission. Usually about 5-6 girls at varying
stages of their faith journey.

10:30: ZZZZZZ

1:30 Growing Discipleship In groups of 2
we focus on the 4 key habits of living as a
disciple (Acts 2:42): Prayer, Fellowship,
Teachings of the Apostles (Catholic Faith)
and Breaking of the Bread (Sacraments). 

5:30 Attend Mass Daily.  The sacraments
and prayer are part of the foundation of
living a Christian life and essential as a
missionary.

5:00 Pray a Daily Rosary Invite a student
or two to pray with me.



We feel blessed, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to be
able to give our late-in-life financial support to both St.
Al’s and CCM.

CCM is bringing real faith,
joy, and love to NMU

Catholics; give it all the
help you can, and you will

be blessed in turn! 

Dcn. Tom's Top 4 Reasons to Give Monthly
Join today!

Having my gifts automatically made monthly is
easier for me (no checks to write).

Monthly gifts are gifts that can be counted on
(makes budgeting easier for the recipient).
The total amount given over the course of a year
is almost always more than would be given as a
one-time gift. 

My awareness of my monthly gift keeps me more
in touch with CCM, financially and prayerfully.
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nmucatholic.org/LFS

FINDING HOME
College years are incredibly formative. Decisions made
by young men and women and the peers they meet
dramatically affect their future—their faith, family, and
career.  I started at Michigan Tech in 1959 as a
lukewarm Methodist.  Mary Anne, my future wife, was
a strong Catholic nursing student at St. Joseph School
of Nursing, Hancock. Her faith intrigued me.  St. Albert
the Great University Parish didn’t exist; Fr. Bill McGee
was chaplain at the Newman House.  He gladly took me
under his wing and led me one-on-one weekly, through
my instruction in the Catholic faith. 

... having a “Catholic
home” on campus for

college students is one of
the greatest faith-building
and faith-preserving gifts

God can give to His
Church. 

My experience of “Campus Ministry” was not the way
it occurs today, but the influence on my life was
immense.  I’ve been a Catholic for 59 years and now a
deacon for the past 15 years.  Mary Anne and I have
been very happily married 58 years, have four sons, 12
grandchildren, and 1 great-grandchild.  She and I totally
agree that having a "Catholic home" on campus for
college students is one of the greatest faith-building and  
faith preserving gifts God can give to His Church.  

College Experience Inspires Monthly Giving

by Deacon Tom McClelland

Dcn. Tom and Mary Anne McClelland,
receiving the Catholic Services 

Award for 2021.


